Venerable Father - A farewell tribute 

In memory of Most Venerable Dhammawasa Maha Thero. 



As I sit here silently, having received the news of the passing away of Most Venerable 
Dhammawasa Maha Thero, I feel a sense of gratitude, an appreciation, a rare sense of 
fortitude, of having been in his presence, albeit, intermittently due to our physical 
distance. 

Although we all must die one day, we live on through our deeds, our moral worth and 
the effect that the quality of our lives have had in the hearts of others. 

This influence could be uplifting, beneficial or harmful, depending on our deeds and 
the life that we lived. 

I experience continuity, a presence which is inexorably felt in spite of physical absence - 
a blurring of stability, supported by uncertainty, impermanence and change. 

In this intersection of change, the past continues in tandem with the present, allowing 
us to feel the presence of those who no longer dwell amongst us. To pay tribute, 
appreciate and feel their presence through their teachings, memories, their deeds, 
exerting an inescapable influence on our lives. 

This influence, being one forged amidst a mutual striving towards a timeless truth, one 
that intersects with a mutual appreciation of morality, the unfolding of suffering, 
impermanence and non-self in all phenomena to be experienced in each passing 
moment is one that continues to grow as the practice deepens and we come closer to an 
understanding of the dhamma. 

Most Venerable Dhammawasa Maha Thero has been an all pervading influence in our 
lives, a figure of authority, inspiration, a Venerable Father to whom we looked for 
guidance. 

His calm presence was so gracefully underpinned by an unstated charisma; and his 
candour, a silent teaching to all disciples that were in the presence of his near orbit. 

Venerable Dhammawasa Maha Thero's physical death has not consigned him to silence. 
His ardent practice, his teachings, continue to guide us, to lead us with the example he 
has left behind. In spite of his physical absence, he continues in our midst, through his 
teachings of Dhamma, which he imparted in simple utterings whilst translating deep 
understandings which he himself gained through dedicated practice. 

Although much of his life was lived in solitude and he never sought fame, his dedicated 
practice, confirms his stature as an exemplary disciple of the Buddha, a figure to be 



venerated time and again, to remain in our memories to instill the courage to continue 
in our own search for truth, a path which he so readily recommended with the promise 
of realisations in this life itself! 

"Within the limits of my knowledge and strength, I am hoping to illuminate on the nature of 
reality and the path towards its fruition. In doing this, I am hoping to instill the fear ifsamsaric 
existence within you and elaborate on the value ofnibbana and the path towards it 



It is my humble wish that you gain the courage and the faith to progress towards a realisation of 
the truth and to see the power of the Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha within you." 
(Most Venerable Dhammawasa Maha Thero, June 2007) 



A faithful disciple 
(29 January 2015) 



